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A  Warm  
invita on   

 

We  would  like  to    offer  you  the  opportunity  
to  connect  to  an   independent  support  and  
advocacy  group  Donor  Families  Australia 

 

The  Aims  of  Donor  Families  
Australia  are: 

 

   To  provide  care  and  support   to  families  
who  have  donated  their  loved  ones  
organs  and  tissues. 

 

 To  advocate   on  behalf  of  these   families  
and  give  them  a  voice  in  all   aspects  of  
organ  and  tissue  donation. 

 

 To  educate   the   wider   community  
about  the  benefits   of  organ  and  tissue  
donation  whilst   emphasising  the  very  
important  role  of  the  donor  families  in  
this   process. 

 

DFA  officially  launched  at  the  Donor  Awareness  Fountain  Opening 

DFA Chairman’s  
Welcome… 
 

Welcome	  Readers,	  Donor	  
Families	  Australia	  Inc.	  (DFA)	  
has	  arrived.	  	  After	  many	  
years	  of	  Donor	  Families	  
individual	  efforts	  to	  raise	  the	  
pro ile	  of	  organ	  and	  tissue	  
donation	  and	  its	  impact	  on	  
the	  Donor	  Family,	  DFA	  	  has	  
been	  formed	  to	  further	  
bolster	  the	  foundations	  
already	  set. 
 

From	  within	  DFA,	  Donor	  
Families	  will	  have	  a	  voice.	  
Bruce	  McDowell,	  Chairman	  of	  
DFA,	  said	  “DFA	  aims	  to	  
encourage	  Donor	  Families	  to	  
express	  their	  opinions	  freely	  
and	  tell	  theirs	  and	  those	  of	  
their	  loved	  ones	  stories.	  	  Our	  
Webpage,	  	  Facebook	  	  and	  
Newsletters	  will	  provide	  a	  
platform	  for	  Donor	  Families	  
to	  share	  their	  thoughts	  on	  
any	  donation	  topic.”	  	  	   
 

Bruce	  	  said	  “we	  encourage	  
Donor	  Families	  to	  sign	  up	  
and	  become	  members	  of	  this	  
newly	  formed	  group.	   
 

Membership	  is	  free	  and	  a	  
strong	  membership	  base	  
means	  a	  strong	  voice”.	  It	  will	  
also	  provide	  opportunities	  for	  
families	  to	  connect	  with	  others	  
who	  have	  gone	  through	  
similar	  experiences.”	   
He	  encourages	  Donor	  Families	  
to	  go	  onto	  the	  DFA	  Facebook	  
where	  they	  will	  be	  able	  to	  
express	  themselves	  in	  a	  closed	  
Donor	  Family	  environment.	  
Bruce	  highlighted	  that	  the	  
Facebook	  page	  will	  be	  
restricted	  to	  Donor	  Families	  
only	  so	  that	  they	  can	  give	  their	  
thoughts	  without	  reservation. 
 

Bruce	  said	  “this	  is	  an	  exciting	  
new	  initiative	  and	  we	  want	  all	  
Donor	  Families	  to	  be	  part	  of	  
it.”	  He	  said	  	  “let’s	  together	  
make	  sure	  that	  everyone	  
knows	  what	  a	  fantastic	  gift	  
our	  loved	  one	  made	  to	  the	  
community.	  	   
 
Through	  our	  message	  and	  
input	  we	  aim	  to	  improve	  	  the	  
support	  offered	  to	  Donor	  
Families	  as	  well	  as	  helping	  to	  
improve	  donor	  rates	  in	  
Australia”.	   



 

                                                                                                                                       

HOLLY’S  INSIGHT 

Connecting Donor Families 

The launch of Donor Families Australia 
provides a wonderful opportunity for Donor 
Families to improve community acceptance 
of organ and tissue donation. The generosity 
of a donor and their loved ones transforms 
the lives of others, both at the time of the 
donation decision and long afterwards, 
because donor families are the best 
advocates for organ donation. 
 

In my professional life I have been fortunate 
to have witnessed the courage and kindness 
of families who have made donation 
decisions at times of great sorrow. I believe 
that the members of Donor Families Australia 
will provide inspiration, advocacy, guidance 
and care to ensure Australians receive the 
information and support they require to 
make donation decisions they never regret.  

Many in our community are confused about 
the process of organ and tissue donation. 
This organisation will provide opportunities 
for discussion, education and collaboration 
about a range of matters that impact on 
Australian donation practices. One issue 
identified in a study I am involved in is the 
need to properly acknowledge tissue as well 
as organ donor families; their gift is equally  

extraordinary. If Australia is to achieve 
equivalence with international best practice it is 
important to make organ and tissue donation 
normal. A conversation about donation should 
be a part of expert end of life care for every 
Australian. Knowing our loved ones wishes is 
just so important, and we wish to honour those 
wishes; however, many families never have the 
opportunity to have those wishes properly 
considered because either donation isn’t 
mentioned or the person conducting the 
conversation at the time of death lacks the 
knowledge and skill to support the families with 
those decisions. 

Thank you to the founding donor families and 
especially Bruce, Leanne, Philippa, Graham and 
their families for the honour of allowing me to 
contribute to Donor Families Australia. I wish 
the warmth of friendship, the strength of 
wisdom, and the rewards of generosity to all 
those who are touched by this organisation. 
The benefits gained by our society from your 
decisions are incalculable, but include 
leadership, selflessness and charity in caring for 
those in need.  
 

Holly Northam is Assistant Professor in Critical 
Care Nursing at the University of Canberra. She is 
a Registered Nurse, Midwife and doctoral candi-
date exploring the experiences of families who 
have made organ donation decisions. Amongst 
her previous clinical roles Holly was an organ do-
nor coordinator. Holly is a Director on the Board 
of Sharelife Australia. 



 

 
 

DFA  had  the  privilege  of  being  part  of  a  media  panel  in   
Sydney  on  the  Tuesday  9/4/13    as  a  follow  up  to  the  4   
Corners  programme.  Thank  you  to  ShareLife  for  organising  and   
invi ng  DFA  Members  to  be  part  of  this  very  important   
event.    This  is  exactly  why  we  have  formed  so  other   
organisa ons  in  our  field  can  make  contact  and  get  the  very 
important  Donor  Family  perspec ve.  ShareLife  efforts  in   
involving  Donor  Families  was  very  much  appreciated. 
 

The  Expert  Panel  for  the  Tuesday’s  Meet  the  Media    was  made  up  of  : 
 
 

Will  Chapman-  an  inspiring  young  man  who  has  received  a  double  lung  and  heart  transplant 
Professor  Allan  Glanville  –  Specialist   in  Lung  Transplanta on  and   is  President-Elect  of   the   Interna onal  Society   for                        
            Heart  &  Lung  Transplanta on   
Brian  Myerson  -  Recipient  and  inaugural  member  of  ShareLife 
Holly  Northam  -  Assistant  Professor  /  DFA  member  (comple ng  a  doctorate  in  organ  and   ssue  dona on)   
Leanne  Campbell-  Donor  Mother  and  DFA  member   
Bruce  McDowell-Donor  Father  and  DFA  member   
 

DFA   representa ves   Leanne  Campbell   came  up   from  Melbourne,  Holly  Northam   came   from  Canberra,   Bruce   and  
Karen  McDowell   came   across   from   Geraldton  WA.      Sara   Irvine   from   ShareLife   and   her   other   PR   colleagues   put  
together  a  well  organised  couple  of  days.    Monday  had  Sara  organise  with  Triple  J’s  Hack  programme  to  interview,  
amongst  others,  Bruce  McDowell  in  the  Sydney  studio,  along  way  from  the  coastline  of  WA!    On  the  Tuesday  many  
of   the   panel  were   interviewed   separately   by   the  media.   The  media   reports   that   followed  were   testament   to   the  
work  done  by  all  who  were  part  of  the  day. 
 

We  all  had  a  chance  to  give  our  personal  story.     Will   impressed  us  all  with  his  apprecia on  of  his  gi .     He   is  what  
organ  and   ssue  dona on   is   all   about   and  why   families  need   to   say   yes.      Leanne  had  all   listening   intently   to  her  
story.     Leanne  was  very  brave  to  give  a   frank  run  down  on  what  she  and  her   family  had  to  endure  at  the   me  of  
having  to  turn  her  son  Bre ’s  life  support  off.    This  story  is  one  that  needs  to  be  taken  up  by  hospitals  and  improved  
on,  so  other  families  don’t  have  to  experience  the  same.    Part  of  DFA’s  aims  is  to  ensure  that  100%  of  Donor  Families  
are   treated  with   sensi vity.      DFA  was   also  well   represented   by   Holly’s      exper se   on  Organ   and   Tissue   Dona on    
gathered  from  her  own  research  as  part  of  her  doctorate.  Bruce  highlighted  the  importance  of  acknowledging   
the  donor  as  the  hero  in  the  transplant  equa on. 
 

Follow  these  links  to  view  some  of  the  media  coverage: 
AAP -  Organ  donor  families  call  for  more  support.   
<h p://news.ninemsn.com.au/health/2013/04/09/15/33/organ-donor-families-call-for-more-support>   
AAP -  Access  to  donated  organs  'is  basic  right'.   
<h p://www.smh.com.au/na onal/health/access-to-donated-organs-is-basic-right-20130409-2hjhl.html>   . 
 Triple  J  Hack -  Hack  looks  at  living  and  deceased  organ  and   ssue  dona on  and  the  reality  of  life  on  the  wai ng  list.   
<h p://mpegmedia.abc.net.au/triplej/hack/daily/hack_mon_2013_4_8.mp3>    
 
 

DFA MEETS THE MEDIADFA MEETS THE MEDIADFA MEETS THE MEDIA   
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Expert Media Panel Sydney April 2013 

Donor  Mums  Leanne  and  Karen  shared  a  
special  moment  when  they  met  Transplant  

Recipient  Will  Chapman  at  the 
  Media  Panel  presentation. 

http://news.ninemsn.com.au/health/2013/04/09/15/33/organ-donor-families-call-for-more-support
http://www.smh.com.au/national/health/access-to-donated-organs-is-basic-right-20130409-2hjhl.html
http://mpegmedia.abc.net.au/triplej/hack/daily/hack_mon_2013_4_8.mp3


DFA   was   officially   first  
launched   on   the  
15/12/12   at   the   opening  
of   the   Donor   Awareness  
Fountain   in   Geraldton  
WA.    Derryn  Hinch,  along  
with   the   Geraldton   Mayor,   Mr   Ian   Carpenter   officially  
opened   the  Fountain.   It  was  a  fine  Saturday  a ernoon,  
perfect   for   unveiling   the   fountain  which   is   located   in   a  
park  over  looking  the  ocean  nestled  under  the  trees.  The  

group  of  dignitaries    addressed  the  hundreds  of  people  that  a ended  this  very  special  occasion.    
The   guests   of   honour   were   the   Donor   Families   of   the   28  
Donors  listed  on  the  wall. 
 
Mr   Bruce   McDowell   welcomed   all   and   thanked   those   that  
gave   of   their   me   and   money   to   build   this   tribute   to   the  
heroes   of   organ   and   ssue   dona on.      He   took   this  
opportunity  to  introduce  Donor  Families  Australia.    The  DFA  
logo  was  proudly  displayed  on  the  day  and  the  organisa on  
has  its  name  on  one  of  the  plaques  as  a  major  contributor  to  

the  project. 
 
It   is  hoped  that  other  tributes  to  Donors  can  con nue  so  that  
Donors  around  Australia  are  properly  honoured  as  the  heroes  
that  they  are. 

 

Connecting Donor Families 

Derryn  Hinch  Opens  Derryn  Hinch  Opens  Derryn  Hinch  Opens     
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To  join  DFA  by  following  this  link   
 
 
link 

Share your experience with similar people to support 
those making life changing decisions. Help us to build a 
caring community and to shape the future of this new 
and exciting network. 
 

If you would like to find out more about Donor 
Families Australia  and how to become a member 
please visit our website: 
 

www.donorfamiliesaustralia.com 



 

My name is 
Philippa 
Waldron 
from Perth 
WA -  
I lost my 
wonderful 
husband 
Peter very 
suddenly 
after 37 
happy years 
of marriage 
in 2009 -  
 

He was fit, strong healthy and aged only 61.  
He was on life support for 2 days after 
having suffered a brain aneurysm and always 
said he wanted to be a organ and tissue 
donor if the time ever came. We were 
planning retirement and trips, he was going 
to walk his only daughter down the red 
carpet in a castle in Spain when she married, 
her now lovely Spanish husband. My married 
son had a beautiful boy, Peter had many 
plans for his grandson, showing him how to 
use every tool in his shed. He never got to 
see his new spanish granddaughters. He left 
too soon. 
 
Despite my personal tragedy, my hero 
husband has given most precious gifts of life 
to others and their families and this is a 
great comfort down the years - it is just so 
important to talk about donation within 
families and every donor family can be very 
very proud of their loved ones.  

Connecting Donor Families 
Graham  Harrison  –  Donor  Dad. 
 

Ben’s story began on 29th September 1982  
and came to a sad end on 18th May 1993  
when he passed away due to surgical  
complications. However that day, which  
remains with Elayne and I forever, is when  
we commenced our journey as donor parents.   It 
commenced when the Registrar caring for Ben, first stated 
that he felt his battle to save Ben’s life had been lost.   18 
hours earlier he had suffered surgical complications when 
his aorta tore, resulting in Ben going without blood to his 
brain for 12 minutes.   Now Ben went through three 
individual tests by two independent doctors to validate that 
our little boy of 10, our only son, was brain dead.    
 

At mid-day, 24 hrs after the operation we were formally 
told of Ben’s brain death status.  Elayne and I were silent, 
drained. As we looked at each other and I thought back to 
the time when Ben was first in hospital so many years ago.  
Even in my grief, I knew what I wanted to do, and Elayne 
seemed to read my mind. At the same moment, we said; 
"We want to donate Ben's organs." The doctors looked 
surprised. "We're in such pain," I explained. "If Ben's organs 
can help alleviate someone else's suffering, it’s the right 
thing to do." Having now consented to donation the 
waiting continued.    To undertake tissue typing to identify 
Ben’s most compatible recipients and then arrange for his 
organ’s to be retrieved, another 24hrs transpired.   It wasn’t 
until Wednesday afternoon, 54hrs after the failed 
operation, that we were able to cradle Ben in our arms and 
say our last goodbyes. 
 

Have we had any regrets?   Not in the least.   Ben’s organ 
donation for us, added some more meaning to his short 10 
years of life.    We prevented two other families having to 
suffer the same grief that we went through.   Knowing that 
a 12 year old girl received his heart & lungs and a 52 year 
old gentleman received his conjoined kidney’s has meant a 
great deal to us.   Receiving letters of Thank You from the 
young girl’s family and the gentleman recipient  
is something we continue to  
treasure along with Ben’s  
memory. And so our journey  
continues.  I now speak at  
Rotary/Lions/Probus Clubs,  
about our experience and  
feel that Ben is with me when  
I proudly speak of him and our  
ongoing journey in the  
promotion  of Organ Donation  
from a donor parent’s perspective. 
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DFA Speaks to DR 
Bruce Powell 

MBBS  MRCP  FRCA  FANZCA 
State  Medical  Director  of  DonateLife  WA 
 
Recently as a member of DFA, I met with Dr 
Bruce Powell, State Medical Director of 
DonateLife in Perth, WA. 
 
Dr Powell is extremely supportive of DFA and 
expressed his desire to assist in any way he 
can to aid donor families and to increase 
awareness of the importance of organ and 
tissue donation. 
 
Dr Powell and I discussed the Lake Monger 
donor honour board and due to weathering and 
time, it is now time to upgrade the memorial to 
honour loved ones and their families who have 
given life to others. 
 
DFA is also going to attempt to have erected a 
separate Memorial in a more prominent Perth 
location to honour the heroes and their 
families who have been donors. This will have 
to be achieved by fund raising and DFA in the 
near future will be approaching State 
Government and Business for help to recognise 
our local heroes. 
 
Once again - thank you to Dr Powell for your 
support. 
                                            Philippa Waldron 

MY GIFT 
 

Open your eyes; tell me what do you see? 
Will you look at the world the same way as me? 

Are you younger or older? Do you realize 
The love that I witnessed through these two blue eyes. 

 
Run cross the field; do you race with the team 

Or go it alone as you follow your dream? 
Do you feel the excitement, the thrill of the chase? 
Do you see the same pride on your family’s face? 

 
Take a deep breath; see your chest rising higher 
You’re doing it now; no machines and no wires 

Will you swim? Will you bike?  
There’s so much to explore. 

All these things you can do now; the choice is all 
yours. 

 
The heartbeat that thunders inside of your ears 

Is music to others, it’s calming their fears 
Does it feel very strange, to be beating inside you? 

The rhythm of life; now it’s cycling anew. 
 

Tears – oh the tears – both of grief and of joy 
Resurrecting one life, while another destroy 

Confusion and guilt, as they offer their prayers 
One side with great praise; while the other despairs. 

 
My life was important; my life force was strong 

All the dreams I was chasing … my wish list was long. 
I was loved by my family and loved by my friends. 

I know you are, too. Now you’ve more time to spend. 
 

My mother has gifts that I crafted with care; 
Painted cards; pasta art; and a lock of my hair 

Never once did I sense there could ever be danger; 
Now my most precious gifts will live on in a stranger. 

 
I know that my life has not been in vain, 

Even though with the end, it has caused others pain. 
Your life up to now was uncertain at best 

Now it’s your time to shine – put my gifts to the test. 
 

Please be strong, and remember, you live for me, too. 
 

Extract    from    Sherri  M.  Topple    March  2008 


